
Sample ISE II Controlled Written examination tasks 
Candidate answers, assessments and rationale

ISE II — Task 1 — Reading into writing task

Read the text below. Then, in your own words, write a report (approximately 250 words) for a
research group on education:

i) summarising what the passage says about the advantages and disadvantages of educating 
children at home and

ii) expressing your own feelings on whether it is better to go to school or study at home.

Disclaimer: The above materials have been provided to assist teachers with the preparation of learners for the Trinity
Integrated Skills in English examinations. Please make sure you consult the syllabus fully for all requirements of the
examinations. Trinity will not accept appeals which cite the use of examination materials in support of the appeal.

When education is a family business

No homework, no exams, no school dinners — there are some advantages to being schooled 
at home. Debbie and Steve Shepherd, a couple who live in England, educate their eleven
children at home. ‘Part of the reason is to give them a proper childhood where they don’t feel
any pressure to grow into mini-adults well before their time,’ Steve says. ‘I disagree with the
number of tests imposed on children as young as seven, and I believe standards have fallen
noticeably over the years.’ 

An estimated 55,000 British children are educated at home, and the numbers are growing. It is
legal, as long as the parents make sure the child receives an education. They do not have to
follow the national curriculum and they do not have to take public exams, although many do.
They are usually visited by an officer from their local authority about once a year.

Families who educate their children at home come from all kinds of social and economic
backgrounds. There are many reasons why they choose home-schooling: the school system
might not have worked for their children, they might have been badly treated by other children
or have special educational needs. They might have strong religious views and not like the way
the world is presented to their children in school.   

A common criticism of home schooling is that parents lack the knowledge to teach certain
subjects and that children miss out on the social aspect of school, which is felt to be at least as
important for their adult future as academic success. But the Shepherds are not worried. 
‘We socialise with other families several times a week,’ Debbie says. ‘Science was one of my
subjects, so I help other families if they don’t feel confident with it.’ 

(Source: Adapted from G2)
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‘When education is a family business’

In this report we’re giving some information about how being educated at home may effect 

your own childhood and, in consequence, your whole life. Interviewing Mr and Mrs Shepherd,

an English couple, about the advantages and disadvantages of letting their eleven children 

have a home education, they gave us the full scenery of their own way of looking at such 

original learning.

ADVANTAGES OF BEING HOME-EDUCATED

Most children have found a non-school education much more attractive the than a school one.

The causes may be a lot. For istance, receiving a home education does not include taking public

exams or having all the tests, which make them feel every pressure on their shoulders.

Furthermore, a child has his or her own time to learn some subjects such as Maths or Physic,

and, being educated at home lets them free to spend as much time as it’s needed. Having a home

education not only means that you can avoid stressful exams but also teachers whose methods

of teaching students isn’t often the good one.

DRAWBACKS OF A NON-SCHOOL EDUCATON

As Mr Shepherd said, most children are not allowed to attend a home course for the main

problem that parents do not usually have the right knowledge of some subject to help their

children. 

Moreover, if you decide not to have a school education, you'll probably miss a relevant aspect

such as the interpersonal relationships between students, which is one of the most useful means

to grow up as a man or woman.

On the whole, being educated at home may offer you lots of good possibilities for a whole

knowledge of the subject areas, but trying to have real contacts with other people won't be a bad

idea, especially if you're really shy or and introvert.



TASK FULFILMENT
Grade: B

Overall achievement of communicative aim 

The candidate has adequately fulfilled the requirements of the task, summarising the main
advantages and disadvantages of home-schooling and expressing her own views on the subject.
However, there is some occasional repetition of ideas e.g. ‘about avoiding stressful exams’. 
The text is within the specified word limit of 250 words (+/- 10%). 

Text organisation

The text is well-organised into appropriate paragraphs, with an introduction, two paragraphs
identifying some of the advantages and disadvantages of educating children at home and a
conclusion. The candidate has also included a title, though this has been copied from the original
text. ★ Tip — Candidates should use their own words as much as possible. No marks are given
for answers copied from the text. 
The use of formal linking phrases such as ‘moreover’ and ‘furthermore’ ensure smooth cohesion
and therefore coherence.

Appropriacy of format, style and register

The format is quite suitable for a report, with a title and section headings. However, the use of
bullet points (as is often observed in a report) may have enhanced the text. The register and style
are mainly appropriate, though contractions should not be used in a formal report.  

Effect on reader

In general, the text has a positive effect on the reader.  

ACCURACY AND RANGE
Grade: C

Accuracy and range of the grammatical, functional and lexical items of the level

The candidate is able to employ the required ISE II language functions, such as highlighting
advantages and disadvantages, expressing agreement and disagreement and expressing feelings
and emotions with a satisfactory level of accuracy. 
The writer uses a variety of basic grammatical constructions mostly accurately and appropriately.
However, only isolated samples of the grammatical items of ISE II can be observed e.g. Simple
passive constructions and relative clauses. ★ Tip — Candidates should include a wide range of
the relevant language items of the level. 
There is a good range of vocabulary in the text e.g. ‘drawbacks’, ‘stressful exams’, ‘interpersonal
relationships’ . However, lexis is not always used appropriately e.g. ‘they gave us the full scenery’
and ‘the course may be a lot’ which at times affects the communication of meaning.

Spelling and punctuation

Spelling is good with only occasional errors e.g. ‘istance’. Punctuation is generally consistent,
though there are some unnecessary commas.
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ISE II — Task 1 — Reading into writing task

Rationale for ISE Controlled Written assessment



ISE II — Task 2 — Writing task

You are concerned that living standards in your area are getting worse. Write a formal letter
(approximately 250 words) to the local council saying what you think the main problems are and
suggesting possible solutions.

Disclaimer: The above materials have been provided to assist teachers with the preparation of learners for the Trinity
Integrated Skills in English examinations. Please make sure you consult the syllabus fully for all requirements of the
examinations. Trinity will not accept appeals which cite the use of examination materials in support of the appeal.

To the local council Candidate X

Of Rome 1 Ugo Ojetti road

Rome Italy

12/03/08

Dear Sir/Madam,

I’m writing to you to inform the local council about the bad conditions of life in the area of

Rome, conditions which are getting worse day after day.

Firstly, most people nowddays nowadays have much less money in their pocket than they had

two years ago and that because of the higher taxes and morgage we have to pay to the

governament. 

Secondly, there are also lots of unemployed people, who can’t find jobs offerts anywhere and so

they take up a new proficuing activity; being a thief. That means the insecurity for the local

families, for the fear of being robbed at any time of the day and, sometimes, of being killed just

for few a pieces of meat and a wallet half-full of cash.

On my point of view, the main problem is that it’s allowed for 60-years-old men working for so

long, instead of letting their place to more younger people who need money to susrent the

family. 

Moveover Moreover, the ricing rising prizes of the products for less than two thirds of the

population means not being able to buy even the necessary thing to survive. 

In conclusion, I would like to suggest that you should take in consideration these grave problems

and act in consequence.
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for istance, you can give available jobs to the eunemployed, a job coping with gardening in the

public park, would be much more regarding than being a thief.

You could also give fou funds to them those who can’t even afford buying some bread and let

them live happier. 

Every kind of sus suggestion to solve the matter would be useful in this case. 

I hope to receive the answer to my letter in due course.

Yours sincerely

Candidate X



TASK FULFILMENT
Grade: B

Overall achievement of communicative aim 

The candidate has made a good attempt at the task, describing her concerns about the living
standards in her area and suggesting possible solutions. 
The writing is within the stated word limit of 250 words (+/-10%). 

Text organisation

The letter is well-organised with clearly defined paragraphs, and opening and closing sentences.
The writer includes some suitable cohesive devices e.g. ‘firstly’, ‘secondly’, ‘in conclusion’, which
aid cohesion.

Appropriacy of format, style and register

The format for a formal letter is mainly suitable. The writer has included the date, the sender’s
address and a partial address for the recipient. ★ Tip — Please note addresses and the date are
not included in the word count. There is also a suitable salutation ‘Dear Sir/Madam’, though the
subscription ‘Yours sincerely’ is not appropriate. ★ Tip — 'Yours faithfully' should be used when
the name of the recipient is unknown.
The register and style are generally appropriate. However, contractions should be avoided in a
formal letter.

Effect on reader

Overall, the task has a positive effect on reader.  

ACCURACY AND RANGE
Grade: C

Accuracy and range of the grammatical, functional and lexical items of the level

The candidate is able to describe declining living standards in her area and make suggestions with 
a satisfactory level of accuracy. Grammatically, there are examples of modals and phrases to make
suggestions e.g. ‘you should take’, ‘you could also give’ and discourse connectors ‘because of’.
However, the text would have benefited from a wider range of the verb tenses of this level. 
★ Tip — Candidates should include a wide range of the relevant language items of the level. 
There is a satisfactory range of vocabulary. However, lexis is not always used appropriately e.g.
‘regarding’, ‘prizes’ and there is some interference from the candidate’s native language e.g.
‘letting their place’ which affects understanding at times. 

Spelling and punctuation

There are a number of spelling mistakes e.g. ‘morgage’, ‘proficuing’, ‘susrent’, which at times affect
the communication of meaning. Punctuation is generally appropriate. Although, there are some
unnecessary commas and ‘road’ in the address should have a capital ‘R’.

ISE II — Task 2 — Writing task

Rationale for ISE Controlled Written assessment
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